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surprise awaits passersby in 
LW_V\W_V�8ITW�)T\W� QN � \PMa�
XIa�KTW[M�MVW]OP�I\\MV\QWV��)�
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_Ia��<PM[M�IZM�R][\�I�NM_�WN �\PM�_PQU[QKIT�
U]ZIT[�WN �IZ\Q[\�/ZMO�*ZW_V�\PI\�IZM�QV-
KZMLQJTa�\ZMI[]ZML�_Q\PQV�\PM�KWUU]VQ\a�

/ZMO� *ZW_V�� I� �!�!� 8ITW� )T\W�0QOP�
;KPWWT�OZIL]I\M�_PW�LQML�QV�������Q[�WVM�
WN � \PM�UW[\� JMTW^ML� IZ\Q[\[� QV�8ITW�)T\W��
3VW_V� NWZ� UISQVO� ^QM_MZ[� LW� I� LW]-
ble-take, these pieces of  art are scattered 
\PZW]OPW]\� \PM�LW_V\W_V�IZMI��*ZW_V¼[�
artistic contribu-
\QWV[�\W�8ITW�)T\W�
began when he 
was hired as the 
¹)Z\Q[\� QV� :M[-
QLMVKM�º� I� NMI-
tured artist in one 
WN � \PM� KQ\a¼[� IZ\�
centers, at age 24. 

¹0M� PIL� IV�
easel set up in 
WVM� WN � \PM� 8ITW�
)T\W�)Z\�+MV\MZ¼[�
[\]LQW[�º�/ZMO�*ZW_V¼[�_QNM��2]TQM�*ZW_V�
[IQL��¹8MWXTM�KW]TL�_I\KP�PQU�XIQV\�IVL�
KWUUMV\�WZ�I[S�Y]M[\QWV[��<PQ[� QV[XQZML�
PQU�\W�\ISM�PQ[�XIQV\QVO[�W]\[QLM�IVL�X]\�
\PMU�WV�I�_ITT�º�

*ZW_V�ÅZ[\� OIQVML� IXXZW^IT� NZWU� \PM�
KQ\a� \PZW]OP� I� +WUXZMPMV[Q^M� -UXTWa-
UMV\�IVL�<ZIQVQVO�)K\��+-<)��OZIV\��QV�

_PQKP�\PMa�PQZML�PQU�I[�IV�WٻKQIT�X]JTQK�
IZ\Q[\��0M�\PMV�ZMIKPML�W]\�\W� QVLQ^QL]IT�
J][QVM[[� W_VMZ[� NWZ� XMZUQ[[QWV� \W� XIQV\�
U]ZIT[� WV� \PMQZ� J]QTLQVO[�� *ZW_V� MV-
RWaML� QVKWZXWZI\QVO� \PM� []ZZW]VLQVO[� WN �
PQ[� XQMKM[� QV\W� \PM� XIQV\QVO[� \PMU[MT^M[��
¹/ZMO�NMT\�\PI\�PQ[�U]ZIT�[PW]TL�Å\�QV�_Q\P�
Q\[� OZMI\MZ� MV^QZWVUMV\�º� 2]TQM� *ZW_V�
[IQL��¹0M�_IV\ML�\W�[]ZXZQ[M�IVL�LMTQOP\�
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*ZW_V�Q[�SVW_V�NWZ�][QVO� \PM� \ZWUXM�
T¼WMQT�¸�WZ�¹\ZQKS�WN �\PM�MaMº�[\aTM�QV�PQ[�
artwork. This type of  painting creates the 
illusion for viewers that the art is an actu-
IT��\PZMM�LQUMV[QWVIT�WJRMK\��
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is illustrated in his 
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a window, which 
QUQ\I\M[� \PM�IK\]-
al window next to 
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plants integrates a 
real bush into the 
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TQK�IZ\�LQZMK\WZ�-TQ[M�,M5IZbW�[IQL��¹<PMa�
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fun around the corner as they go about 
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washed brushes in exchange for lessons 
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MTQVO�PM�IKPQM^ML�_Q\P�[SQV�IVL�NIJZQK�º�
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which appears to be crashing into the side 
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*ZW_V�JI[ML�UIVa� WN � \PM� KPIZIK\MZ[�
QV�PQ[�U]ZIT[�WV�XMWXTM�QV�PQ[�W_V�TQNM�IVL�
KWUU]VQ\a�� UISQVO� \PMU� UWZM� XMZ[WV-
IJTM��0Q[�¹8MLM[\ZQIV�5]ZIT[�º�\PM�KWTTMK-
tion of  his initial nine paintings including 
\PM� ITQMV[� IVL� \PM� JWa� Å[PQVO�� NMI\]ZML�
several characters inspired by everyday 
people.
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IVL�\PMV�ÅVL�[WUMWVM�_PW�Å\�PQ[�QLMI�NWZ�
the character. That person would be pho-
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NZWU� XMWXTM� QV� PQ[� TQNM�� *ZW_V� _I[� IT[W�
QVÆ]MVKML� Ja� IVa\PQVO� KZMI\Q^M� IZW]VL�
PQU��TQSM�JWWS[��LZMIU[�WZ�M^MV\[�PM�M`XM-
ZQMVKML��¹0M�_I[�IT_Ia[�WXMV�\W�QV[XQZI-
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Remembering artist Greg Brown's playful murals and 
their lasting impact on the Palo Alto community

Brown

“He wanted 
to surprise 

and delight 
the viewer.”

Julie Brown, Greg Brown’s Wife



ZMIT�M^MV\�C\PI\�PM�\WWS�QV[XQZI\QWV�NZWUE�
is the lady with a hose, where a bird sits. 
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Nearly every 
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the generation, 
can recall catch-
QVO� I� OTQUX[M� WN �
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point in their lives. 
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[Ia�� »UMM\�UM�Ja�\PM�U]ZIT�_Q\P�\PM�O]a�
X][PQVO�I�C[\ZWTTMZE�_Q\P�PQ[�ITQMV�¼º
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KPMZQ[P� UW[\� IJW]\� *ZW_V¼[� _WZS"� \PM�
KPIZUQVO� Y]QZSQVM[[��?ITSQVO� LW_V� \PM�
[\ZMM\�� WVM�UQOP\� JM� []ZXZQ[ML� \W� [MM� IV�
QUIOM� WN � I� UIV� X][PQVO� IV� ITQMV� QV� I�
[\ZWTTMZ��J]\�\PI\�_I[�*ZW_V¼[�[\aTM��IVL�Q\�
was representative of  his personality.

¹0Q[�[MV[M�WN �P]UWZ�Q[�^MZa�U]KP�ZM-
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[I\QWV�_Q\P�PQU��0M�IT_Ia[� TQSML�I� \]ZV�
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thing with a big personality to that con-
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5MUJMZ[� WN � \PM�
KWUU]VQ\a� IT-
ways felt includ-
ed in his artwork, 
_PM\PMZ� Ja� [QU-
ply witnessing 
PQU� XIQV\QVO� WZ�
striking up a live-
ly conversation.
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that he would 
work on-site, 
people would 
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bW� [IQL�� ¹0M�VM^MZ� [PQML�I_Ia� NZWU� \PM�
X]JTQK��[W�Q\�LWM[V¼\�[]ZXZQ[M�UM�\PI\�QV�\PM�
KW]Z[M� WN � KZMI\QVO� CPQ[� U]ZIT[E�� PM� IT[W�
J]QT\�QV�KWUU]VQ\a�W]\ZMIKP�º

0Q[� U]ZIT[� ZMUIQV� I� [QOVQÅKIV\� MTM-
UMV\� WN � 8ITW� )T\W� \WLIa� JM-
KI][M� WN � \PQ[� KWUU]VQ\a�
KWVVMK\QWV� PM� J]QT\#� MIKP�
of  his pieces has a story 
JMPQVL� Q\� WZ� I� UMU-
WZa� [WUMWVM� KIV�
associate with 
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\QUME��1�_MV\�Ja�\W�KPMKS�WV�PQU�_Q\P�CUa�
LI]OP\MZ[E��IVL�PM�OI^M�\PMU�P]OM�XIQV\-
JZ][PM[�IVL�PIL�\PMU�XIQV\�QV�I�TQ\\TM�[MK-
\QWV�_Q\P�PQU�º�,M5IZbW�[IQL��¹<PI\�_I[�
PQ[�XMZ[WVITQ\a#�\W�MVOIOM�XMWXTM�I[�\PMa�
KIUM� Ja� IVL� UISM� \PMU� NMMT� TQSM� \PMa�
_MZM�XIZ\�WN � Q\��<PI\�UWUMV\�ZMITTa�MV-
KIX[]TI\M[�Ua�NM_�MVKW]V\MZ[�_Q\P�/ZMO#�
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IVL� PWVWZML� _Q\PQV� \PM� KWUU]VQ\a� NWZ�
JZQVOQVO�P]UWZ�IVL�RWa�\W�\PM�[\ZMM\[�WN �
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a lively, outgoing presence that brought 
XMWXTM� QV\W� \PM� XZWKM[[� WN � PQ[� IZ\�� ¹��0Q[�
MIZTa� 8ITW� )T\W� U]ZIT[� KWVVMK\ML� _Q\P�
XMWXTM�WV�UIVa�TM^MT[�º�2]TQM�*ZW_V�[IQL��
“They showcase the nature 
WN � 8ITW� )T\W� I[� 1¼^M� IT_Ia[�
SVW_V� Q\#� I\� Q\[� JM[\�� Q\� Q[�
innovative and diverse, 
CIVLE� I� XTIKM� \PI\�
^IT]M[� KWUU]VQ\a�
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“His sense 
of humor is 
TGǤGEVGF�KP�
his artwork.”
Elise DeMarzo

Palo Alto Public Art Director
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