
ELEPHANTE

IN THE ROOM
88rising’s Elephante ditched his 
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L
ights cascade down over a cheer-
QVO�KZW_L�IVL�[W]VL�ÅTT[�\PM�ZWWU�
I[�<QU�?]�� SVW_V� Ja� PQ[� [\IOM�
name Elephante, blasts electron-

ic beats over his guitar. By combining 
his EDM background with future-based 
genres, the Taiwanese-American artist 
has broken multiple barriers.

?]� OZM_� ]X� QV� )VV� )ZJWZ�� 5QKP-
igan, where he was taught piano from 
IV�MIZTa�IOM��<PW]OP�QVLQٺMZMV\�\W�\PM�
QV[\Z]UMV\�I\�ÅZ[\��?]�M^MV\]ITTa�\WWS�
a liking to piano as he started learning 
his favorite songs and was “Jedi mind 
tricked” by his mom into continuing 
his practice. Then, in middle school, 
I� OQZT� OI^M� ?]�
PQ[�ÅZ[\�TW^M�IVL�
ÅZ[\�PMIZ\JZMIS�

“[I] was like, 
»?MTT�� QN � 1� JM-
come a rock 
star, then may-
JM� [PM¼TT� TQSM�
UM�¼º� ?]� [IQL��
“So I started to 
write songs.”

4WVO�[\WZa�[PWZ\��Q\�LQLV¼\�_WZS�
W]\�� 1V[\MIL�� ?]� NW]VL� PQ[� \Z]M�
calling in guitar as he studied his 
QLWT["� 2WPV� 5IaMZ�� \PM� :ML� 0W\�
+PQTQ� 8MXXMZ[�� <PM� 3QTTMZ[� IVL�
other rock icons. By high school, 
he was forming his own bands, 
playing at open mics and writing 
his own music.

“As I got older and was trying 
\W� ÅO]ZM� W]\�_PI\� 1� _IV\ML� \W�
do with my life…I kept coming 
back to this idea of, well, [mu-
sic] is the thing that you love 
and the thing that you do when 
aW]�LWV¼\�PI^M�IVa\PQVO�MT[M�\W�
LW�º�?]�[IQL�

*]\� I\� ÅZ[\��?]� LQLV¼\� JM-
lieve that music was a path 
he could pursue professional-
ly. Instead, he chose a more 
stable path; upon graduat-
ing Harvard with a degree 

QV�MKWVWUQK[��?]�\WWS�_PI\�
should have been a comfort-
IJTM� RWJ�I[�I�J][QVM[[�KWV[]T-
tant. 

“I was very fortunate to 
PI^M� C\PM� RWJE�� J]\� I\� \PM� MVL�
WN � \PM� LIa�� 1� _I[� R][\� UQ[MZI-
JTM�º�?]�[IQL��

He was torn between two 
worlds—one that made him 
money and another that made 
him happy—and at some point, 
\PM�TI\\MZ�ÅVITTa�_WV�PQU�W^MZ��1V�
������?]�U][\MZML�]X�PQ[�KW]ZIOM�
IVL�Y]Q\�PQ[�RWJ�

“I think what pulled me over the 
edge [is] so silly 
in retrospect,” 
?]� [IQL�� ¹*]\� 1�
PIL�Ua�ÅZ[\�WٺMZ�
\W� LW� IV� WٻKQIT�
ZMUQ`� NWZ�� N]VVQTa�
enough, this duo 
going by Millen-
nium Falcon.”

Since then, his 
career has seen 

its fair share of  ups and downs. But no 
matter the challenges he faces, pursuing 
U][QK�N]TT�\QUM�PI[�JZW]OP\�?]�QVÅVQ\MTa�
more satisfaction than when he was the 
“Elephante in the room” at his corporate 
RWJ�

“I had to give myself  a shot to make it 
PIXXMV�º�?]�[IQL��¹7Z�MT[M�1¼L�VM^MZ�NWZOQ^M�
myself.”

)\� ÅZ[\�� \PM� ZWIL� \W� []KKM[[� _I[� XI^ML�
with challenges. Contrary to popular belief, 
?]�[IQL��\PM�PIZLM[\�XIZ\�IJW]\�[\IZ\QVO�W]\�
in the music industry is not the long hours.

¹1\¼[� \PM� KPITTMVOM� WN � CPW_E� aW]� X]\� [W�
much into every song you make and most of  
\PM� \QUM��VW\PQVO�PIXXMV[�_Q\P� Q\�º�?]�[IQL��
¹1\�LWM[V¼\�OM\�I[�UIVa�XTIa[�I[�aW]�_IV\�� 1\�
LWM[V¼\�ZMIKP�I[�UIVa�XMWXTM�º

Then again, there are moments that make 
the hardest parts feel worthwhile.

¹1� \PQVS� \PM� ÅZ[\� ZMITTa� MUW\QWVIT� UWUMV\�
was when I was playing a show in Dallas and 
1�PMIZL�XMWXTM�[QVOQVO�I�[WVO�\PI\�1¼L�_ZQ\\MV�º�
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“I had to give 

myself a shot to 

make it happen—

or else I’d never 

forgive myself.”

<WX�IVL�UQLLTM"��?]�XTIa[�NWZ�4I[�>MOI[
*W\\WU"�+W^MZ�WN �?]¼[�TI\M[\�ITJ]U�

“Heavy Glow”
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through his music.
¹1\¼[�\ZaQVO�\W�KZMI\M�U][QK�\PI\�

[makes people] feel the way that 
music I loved growing up [made me 
NMMTE�º�?]�[IQL�

As a result, despite basing many 
[WVO[� Wٺ� WN � PQ[� W_V� MUW\QWV[� IVL�
M`XMZQMVKM[�� PM� JMTQM^M[� Q\� Q[� ]T\Q-
mately up to the listener to interpret 
their meaning.

¹1¼^M� _ZQ\\MV� [WVO[� \PI\� IZM� ^MZa�
[IL�\W�UM�J]\�\PI\�W\PMZ�XMWXTM�ÅVL�
ZMITTa� ]XTQN\QVO� IVL� 1¼U� TQSM�� »<PI\¼[�
OZMI\	¼� )VL� \PMZM� IZM� ]XTQN\QVO� [WVO[�

\PI\� XMWXTM� ÅVL�
really sad and 
1¼U� TQSM�� »7SIa��
\PI\¼[� OZMI\��
\WW�¼º� ?]� [IQL��
¹1� R][\� _IV\� \W�
create something 
that creates a fer-
tile bed for peo-
ple to put their 
own meaning.”

4I[\� 2]Ta�� ?]�
performed for 
a live audience 

QV�;IV�.ZIVKQ[KW�NWZ�\PM�ÅZ[\�\QUM�QV�\_W�
years. As he prepared to mount the stage, 
?]�_WZZQML�_PM\PMZ� PM� KW]TL� ZMKWVVMK\�
with his audience after being separated for 
so long.

¹1\� _I[� LMÅVQ\MTa� VMZ^M�ZIKSQVO���TQSM� 1�
_I[�LWQVO� Q\� NWZ� \PM�ÅZ[\� \QUM�IOIQV�º�?]�
said. “But once I was out there, it was like 
riding a bike.”

6W_��?]�ZMN][M[�\W�\ISM�TQ^M�XMZNWZUIVK-
M[� �WZ� IVa\PQVO� MT[M�� NWZ� OZIV\ML��0Q[� OWIT[�
for the foreseeable future are simply to con-
tinue impacting people through his music 
and pushing creative boundaries—creative 
TQSM�JMQVO�[]JUMZOML�NWZ�\_MT^M�PW]Z[�QV�ÅTU-
QVO�\PM�U][QK�^QLMW�NWZ�¹0QOP�?I\MZ�º

¹1N �aW]¼L�\WTL�UM�\_W�aMIZ[�IOW�\PI\�1¼L�JM�
LWQVO� �ٺ[\] TQSM� \PI\�� 1¼L� [Ia�Ua� PMIL�_W]TL�
M`XTWLM�º�?]�[IQL��¹<W�UM��Q\¼[�R][\�\MTTQVO�Ua�
story...and hoping that it gives people some-
thing to latch onto and create their own story 
from.”

?]�[IQL��¹1�_I[�TQSM�»7P�[��\��\PMa�IZM�
IK\]ITTa�[QVOQVO�Ua�[WVO�¼º

;QVKM� LMJ]\QVO� QV� ������ ?]� PI[� ZM-
TMI[ML� \_W� -`\MVLML� 8TIa[� �-8[�� IVL�
one album and has played shows across 
the country. His latest album, “Heavy 
/TW_�º� Q[� I� ZMÆMK\QWV� WN � ?]¼[� M^MZa�
doubt, glimmer of  hope and moment 
of  clarity during the pandemic. 

“[It was] very emotionally challeng-
QVO�\W�X]\�Q\�ITT�\WOM\PMZ��J]\�1¼U�ZMITTa�
XZW]L�WN �Q\�IVL�1¼U�M`KQ\ML�NWZ�M^MZa-
WVM�\W�PMIZ�Q\�º�?]�[IQL�

¹0MI^a� /TW_º� IT[W� UIZS[� ?]¼[�
debut with 
  ZQ[QVO�� I�
multinational 
music compa-
ny focused on 
uplifting Asian 
IZ\Q[\[��?]�ÅZ[\�
heard about 
the compa-
ny through 
a friend and 
reached out 
to see if  they 
would be in-
terested in working together.

“Around that time, I started 
becoming more comfortable 
with my heritage and my eth-
VQKQ\a�º� ?]� [IQL�� ¹/ZW_QVO�
up, there was no template 
for me. There were no Asian 
rock stars. There were very 
few Asian entertainers.”

�?]�_I[�TWWSQVO�NWZ�ZMX-
resentation. Coincidental-
Ta��  ZQ[QVO�PIXXMVML�\W�JM�
looking for an electronic 
musician.

“[Our] visions aligned 
and one thing led to an-
W\PMZ�º�?]�[IQL��¹1\� R][\�
NMT\�TQSM�I�KWWT�Å\�º

The partnership also 
[\MU[�NZWU�?]¼[�LM[QZM�
to reach more peo-
ple on a deeper level 

“It’s trying to 

create music that 

makes people 

feel the way that 

music I loved 

growing up made 

me feel.”

Scan to hear Elephante on Spotify!


