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From football games to 

events on the quad, the 

Palo Alto High School 

Pep Band has always 

brought spirit to the 
Paly community



The stands bustle with chatter as 
NZQMVL[� \ITS� L]ZQVO� PITN\QUM�� 1\¼[�
the end of  the second quarter, 

and spirits are low. The Paly football team 
Q[� LW_V� ������ ;]LLMVTa�� \PM� KZW_L� P][P-
es and turns their heads as a sea of  green 
polo shirts and silver and gold instruments 
march in unision onto 
\PM� \ZIKS�� )[� \PM� ÅZ[\�
note is played, there 
is an undeniable shift 
in the energy of  the 
crowd. 

The Palo Alto High 
School Pep Band has 
IT_Ia[� JMMV� I� UIRWZ�
aspect of  Paly culture, 
providing entertain-
ment during football 
games and events on 
the quad. Songs such 
as the “Green and 
?PQ\M� )V\PMUº� IZM� I�
symbol of  Paly, bringing students together 
and fostering a sense of  community.

.ZWU�\PM��! �[�\W�UQL�!�[��8ITa�PIL�I�
competitive marching band until a new di-
rector decided that it consumed too much 
M`\ZI�\QUM�IVL�ZM[W]ZKM[��KWV[QLMZQVO�\PI\�
it was a separate entity from the Paly band 
class. Up until the current band directors 
took over, the band would play during foot-
ball games, but would not march on the 
track. 

2MٺZMa�?QTTVMZ�� WVM� WN � 8ITa� *IVL[¼� LQ-

rectors, recalls starting his role and de-
ciding to have the band play on the track 
during football games instead of  playing 
where they were sitting in the stands. 

“At the very last football game of  the 
aMIZ�� 1� [IQL� \W� \PM� SQL[�� »?M¼ZM� OWQVO� \W�
\Za� [WUM\PQVO� LQٺMZMV\�� � _M¼ZM� OWQVO� \W�

walk onto the track and 
XTIa� W]Z� [WVO[�¼º� ?QTT-
VMZ�[IQL��¹<PI\¼[�[WZ\�WN �
where the whole thing 
that we do came about, 
so then I had to teach the 
band to march.” 

Many athletes, like 
R]VQWZ� IVL� ^IZ[Q\a� LIVKM�
\MIU� WٻKMZ� <PMZM[I�
Hart, view the band as 
an integral part of  Paly 
spirit, especially during 
football games. 

“They [the Pep Band] 
R][\� UISM� OIUM[� UWZM�

lively,” Hart said. “Things may be too quiet 
NWZ�I�_PQTM��IVL�\PMV�ITT�WN �I�[]LLMV�\PMa¼ZM�
XTIaQVO� \PM� ;\IZ�?IZ[� \PMUM�� ;WUM\QUM[�
Q\¼[�I�[]ZXZQ[M�IVL�Q\¼[�IT_Ia[�[W�OWWL�º�

<PM�KTW[M�XZW`QUQ\a�QV�_PQKP�\PM�LIVKM�
team and band perform during football 
games allows for the dancers to feel a 
unique appreciation for the part that the 
band plays in Paly spirit. 

“As dancers, we really appreciate them 
because we work with them during football 
games,” Hart said. “For the most part, [oth-

MZE�XMWXTM�LWV¼\�
a p p r e c i a t e 
them enough 
or understand 
how dull a 
game would be 
without them.”

Junior and 
band mem-
ber Mars Bau 
agrees that the 
band adds a 
unique sense of  
spirit to football 
games.

¹1\¼[�^MZa�OWWL�\PI\�_M�XTIa�I\� NWW\JITT�
games because it really adds to the atmo-
sphere,” Bau said. 

?QTTVMZ�[Ia[�\PI\�PM�KIV�WN\MV�[MV[M�\PM�
spirit of  the crowd lift and respond with 
M`KQ\MUMV\� \W� \PM� JIVL¼[� XMZNWZUIVKM[�
during football games. 

¹1\¼[� XZM\\a� M`KQ\QVO� _PMV�� I\� \PM� ÅZ[\�
game, they come marching in and we hear 
[KZMIUQVO�IVL�Q\¼[�NWZ�\PMU�º�?QTTVMZ�[IQL��

“It’s pretty exciting 
_PMV��I\�\PM�ÅZ[\�
game, they come 

marching in and we 
hear screaming and 

it’s for them. That’s a 
big deal.”

Jeff Willner,  Band 
Director
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“We’re all pushing 
through the same 
Friday nights and 

we all wear the same 
thing and we’re all out 

there.”

Mars Bau, Junior

¹<PI\¼[�I�JQO�LMIT�º��
.WW\JITT� OIUM[� IZMV¼\� WVTa� N]V� NWZ� \PM�

crowd—they also provide a way for the 
band members to connect with their peers. 
Sophomore and band 
UMUJMZ� 2]TM[� 4INIZ-
O]M� MVRWa[� [MMQVO� PQ[�
friends in the stands.

¹1\¼[�IT_Ia[�I�TW\�WN �
fun to see your friends 
[because] you wave at 
them and they wave 
JIKS� IVL� M^MZaWVM¼[�
KPMMZQVO�_PMV�aW]¼ZM�
WV� \PM� ÅMTL�º� ��4INIZ-
gue said.

These Friday night 
games bring a sense 
of  unity and camaraderie amongst mem-
bers of  the band.   

¹?M¼ZM� ITT� X][PQVO� \PZW]OP� \PM� [IUM�
Friday nights and we all wear the same 
\PQVO�IVL�_M¼ZM�ITT�W]\�\PMZM�º�*I]�[IQL��

The unity of  all the members of  the 
band comes from the dedication the stu-
dents put into the classroom. Unlike a tra-
ditional class, where students take notes 
on lectures, the band students spend their 

KTI[[� XZIK\QKQVO� IVL� ZMÅVQVO� \PM�
KWUXW[Q\QWV[�\PMa¼ZM�OWQVO�\W�XTIa��
*I]�ÅVL[�\PI\�_PMV�\PM�XQMKM[�IZM�
fun to play, being in the class is 

UWZM�MVRWaIJTM��
“During the 

VWZUIT�JIVL�[MI[WV��Q\¼[�
more laid back,” Bau 
said. “I really like the 
XQMKM[� JMKI][M� \PMa¼ZM�
very trendy most of  the 
\QUM� R][\� JMKI][M� \PI\¼[�
the kind of  person that 
5Z��?QTTVMZ�Q[�º�

?QTTVMZ� M`XMZQMVKML�
the sense of  communi-
ty that participating in 
band can bring when he 

was a part of  his college marching band. 
“Some of  my best memories in life are 

from being in college marching band,” 
?QTTVMZ�[IQL��¹1�\PQVS�CJMQVO�QV�JIVLE��KZM-
I\M[�IV�QLMV\Q\a�_Q\PQV�\PM�[KPWWT�IVL�\PI\¼[�
where we get into this idea of  a culture.” 

*I]� MVRWa[� \PM� QV\MZVIT� K]T\]ZM� IVL�
community in the band and believes that it 
is less intense than other pep bands.

¹1\¼[�I� ZMITTa�OZMI\�I\UW[XPMZM�JMKI][M�

Q\¼[� TW_� XZM[[]ZM�º� *I]� [IQL�� ¹C?M� LWV¼\E�
learn new concepts every day. [Practice] is 
R][\�LZQTTQVO�[WUM\PQVO�\PI\�aW]�SVW_�PW_�
to do and making [the musical pieces] bet-
ter little by little.”

Many of  the band members are close, 
IVL�JIVL�UMUJMZ�IVL�R]VQWZ�8ZQaI�/]X\I�
ÅVL[�\PI\�\PM�JIVL�NW[\MZ[�I�\QOP\�SVQ\�KWU-
munity. 

“A lot of  us are obviously interested in 
U][QK�� J]\� IT[W� _M¼ZM� R][\� PI^QVO� N]V� \W-
gether,” Gupta said.

.ZWU�\PM�ÅZ[\�aMIZ�\W�\PM�NI[\�IXXZWIKP-
ing last years, band members know that 
they will feel reminiscent about their time 
in band for years to come.   

¹1¼U�OWQVO�\W�UQ[[�Ua�NZQMVL[�QV�JIVL�[W�
U]KP�JMKI][M�Q\¼[�TQSM�I�KTI[[��CJ]\E�aW]¼ZM�
not taking notes [or] constantly focused on 
I� TMK\]ZM�º� /]X\I� [IQL�� ¹CAW]¼ZME� XTIaQVO�
together, collaborating and making music 
\WOM\PMZ��IVL�1¼TT�UQ[[�\PI\�_PMV�1�TMI^M�º�
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