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The process 
behind 
creating 
AP Art 
Portfolios 
and the 
meaning 
behind them
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Paly senior Renee Vetter has a 
unique style that draws on cartoons 
as inspiration, builds on illustration 

programs and expresses their 
penchant for playing 
Dungeons and Dragons. 

Despite warnings 
from Vetter’s teacher that 

the College Board might 
not reward their style with 

a high score, they chose to 
stick with it.

 “My style is very 
di!erent,” Vetter said. “I’m go-

ing for a more cartoony pop art 
feel, and my teacher did sit down 

with me and say ‘"e College 
Board might not really like your 

style, and even though you are good 
at art, it might not give you a good 

score,’ [to which I 
said,] ‘"at’s okay, I 
still want to do it.’”     

Vetter aims for 
their portfolio 
to demonstrate 
what it can be like 
to exist outside 
of mainstream 
society and how 

to embrace being di!erent.
 “"roughout the whole portfolio, 

I use the analogy of fantastical crea-
tures like orcs and elves to represent 
marginalization [...] I want people to 
enjoy it, take it in and be like ‘wow, 
that’s cool,’” Vetter said.

Vetter’s signature piece features 
three characters waiting in line at 
the cash register of fast food chain 
IN-N-OUT.

“I don’t know where the idea came 
from,” Vetter said. “I think the colors 
and the way the facial expressions 
appear make me happy.”

"e demands on AP Art Studio 
students are high, with 15 projects 
required over the course of the class 
and deadlines roughly every two 
weeks.

“I’ll be just #nished with a piece 
and have to make a new one,” Vetter 
said. “I will quickly scribble some 
ideas in my sketchbook.”

 Vetter turns to friends and 
everyday experiences for inspiration.

“"ere is one [piece] that I did 
about a group of characters getting 
ice cream,” Vetter said. “I like getting 
ice cream with my friends.”

Renee Ve!er
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