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THE PLACE
HOMEWE CALL

With the ongoing changes happening to our planet as a 
result of  climate change, people are holding on to their 
favorite places, hoping to preserve what they love. 

Pollution can persist in many forms such as air, light, noise and 
_I\MZ�XWTT]\QWV��4QOP\�XWTT]\QWV��IVa�M`KM[[�WZ�]VVI\]ZIT�TQOP\��LQ[-
rupts the natural patterns of  wildlife which hides the natural for-
mation of  the stars.

.WZ�[WXPWUWZM�)TM`�*ZILNWZL��4ISM�5QKPQOIV�Q[�WVM�WN �PQ[�NI-
vorite places to visit because there is no light pollution present. “I 
ZMUMUJMZ�WVM�VQOP\�R][\�[Q\\QVO�IVL�TWWSQVO�I\�\PM�[\IZ[�º�*ZILNWZL�
[IQL��¹?Q\PW]\�TQOP\�XWTT]\QWV��aW]�KIV�[MM�M^MZa\PQVO��_PQKP�Q[�ZM-
ally amazing.” 

As a kid, Bradford and his family would vacation at their house 
on the lake every year. 

¹<PM�TISM�Q\[MTN �Q[�ZMITTa�JMI]\QN]T��M[XMKQITTa�_PMV�Q\¼[�KITU�º�
*ZILNWZL� [IQL�� ¹AW]� KIV� [MM� \PM� ZMÆMK\QWV� WN � \PM� \ZMM[� IVL�

mountains in the water.” 
;QUQTIZTa�\W�*ZILNWZL��R]VQWZ�.QVTMa�+ZIQO�PI[�PMZ�W_V�

XMZ[WVIT�NI^WZQ\M[��QVKT]LQVO�\PM�;IV�2]IV�1[TIVL[�QV�?I[P-
ington. “The San Juans have unreal sunsets,” Craig said. 
¹;]V[M\[�IZM�XZWJIJTa�WVM�WN �Ua�\WX����NI^WZQ\M�\PQVO[�º

+ZIQO�IT[W�MVRWa[�\ZI^MTQVO�\W�VI\QWVIT�XIZS[��¹AW[MU-
Q\M��AMTTW_[\WVM�IVL�+ZI\MZ�4ISM�IZM�I_M[WUM�º�+ZIQO�
[IQL�� ¹1� TW^M� \PM[M�XTIKM[�JMKI][M� \PMa¼ZM� []XMZ� [KMVQK��
quiet and peaceful.” 

Craig runs cross country for the Varsity team, which 
ITTW_[�PMZ�\W�M`XMZQMVKM�XMIKMN]T�W]\LWWZ�[XIKM[��M^MV�
in Palo Alto. “I am able to run in a lot of  fun places out-
doors,” Craig said. “Especially trail running which gets 
you into the wild.”

1V� ILLQ\QWV� \W� Z]VVQVO��+ZIQO� MVRWa[� W\PMZ� W]\LWWZ�
sports such as hiking and skiing. “I love hiking near the 
WKMIV�JMKI][M� 1� ÅVL� C\PI\E� \PM� ^QM_[� IZM� JM[\� \PMZM�º�

+ZIQO�[IQL��¹1�TW^M�[SQQVO�QV�<IPWM��J]\�1¼^M�IT[W�[SQML�
in Europe which was so fun.”  

.ZM[PUIV�)TUI�*MVLI^QL� IT[W� MVRWa[� PQSQVO��
?Q\P�VW�KMTT�ZMKMX\QWV��Q\�Q[�I�_Ia�NWZ�PMZ�\W�KTMIZ�
her mind. “I backpacked in Sykes Hot Springs in 
*QO�;]Z�_Q\P�Ua�LIL�º�*MVLI^QL�[IQL��¹1\�_I[����
UQTM[�QV�IVL����UQTM[�W]\��_PQKP�COI^M�UM�\QUM�
to] clear my mind and get away a little bit.” 

Bendavid has also traveled places out of  Cal-
QNWZVQI�� QVKT]LQVO�.QRQ�IVL�JW\P�*ZaKM�IVL�BQWV�
6I\QWVIT�8IZS[��¹.QRQ�_I[�IUIbQVO��R][\�]VZMIT�º�
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*MVLI^QL� [IQL�� ¹*ZaKM� IVL�BQWV� TWWS� TQSM� [WUM\PQVO�W]\� WN � \PQ[�
world.” 

All of  these beautiful places on Earth are slowly morphing into 
]VZMKWOVQbIJTM�IZMI[��PIZUML�Ja�P]UIV[¼� QUXIK\�WV�\PM�XTIVM\��
People are starting to notice the actively changing landscapes as 
\PMa�M`XTWZM�\PM�W]\LWWZ[�

;WXPWUWZM�:IM�;W`�0IZZQ[�PI[�IT[W�JMMV�JIKSXIKSQVO��[\IZ\-
ing at a young age. During recent back-
XIKSQVO� \ZQX[�� ;W`�0IZZQ[� VW\QKML� \PM�
decreasing biodiversity in places they 
visited when they were younger—plac-
es which previously housed countless 
species now hold far fewer species.

“The forest used to have a constant 
JTIVSM\�WN �VWQ[M��IVL�Q\¼[�R][\�OW\\MV�Y]Q-
M\MZ�º�;W`�0IZZQ[�[IQL��

The issue of  declining biodiversity 
Q[� VW\� KWVÅVML� \W� \PM� []ZNIKM��;XMKQM[�
both on land and in our oceans are 
steadily dying and disappearing be-
cause of  our harmful actions. 

Scuba diving is a popular tourist ac-
\Q^Q\a�QV�XTIKM[�[]KP�I[�0I_IQQ��+W[\I�:QKI�IVL�\PM�+IZQJJMIV��<PM�
activity provides the perfect opportunity for those above land to 
LQ^M�QV�IVL�WJ[MZ^M�\PM�MٺMK\[�WV�\PM�[XMKQM[�JMTW_�

?PMV�^Q[Q\QVO�+W[\I�:QKI�QV����!��8ITa�IT]U�)VLZM_�*MZVI[�
IVL� PQ[� NIUQTa� LMKQLML� \W� MUJIZS� WV� I� [K]JI� LQ^QVO� M`K]Z[QWV��
3MMXQVO�]X�_Q\P�\PM�VM_[�[]ZZW]VLQVO�KTQUI\M�KPIVOM�IVL�MV^Q-
ZWVUMV\IT� Q[[]M[�� \PM�NIUQTa�_I[�_MTT�I_IZM�WN � \PM�XTIVM\¼[�LM\M-
rioration, but they were astounded by the vast levels of  mortality 
M`Q[\QVO�QV�W]Z�_I\MZ[�

¹?M�_MV\�[K]JI�LQ^QVO�IVL�M^MZa\PQVO�C_I[E�R][\�LMIL�º�*MZVI[�
[IQL��¹1\¼[�R][\�ZMITTa�[IL�\W�[MM�º

)N\MZ� _Q\VM[[QVO� \PM� LM^I[\I\QVO� MٺMK\[� P]UIV[� PI^M� WV� \PM�
XTIVM\��XMWXTM�WN\MV�W^MZTWWS�\PM�LM^I[\I\QVO�MٺMK\[�WV�\PM�XTIKM�
we call home. It is easy for one to turn a blind eye, but in reality 
society needs to confront this issue head on. Ignoring our changing 
XTIVM\�OM\[� [QOVQÅKIV\Ta�UWZM�LQٻK]T\� I[� KTQUI\M� KPIVOM� QUXIQZ[�

everyday past times. 
4WKI\ML� QV�+ITQNWZVQI�� 4ISM�<IPWM�

is a popular getaway for skiers, snow-
boarders and vacationing families. 
However, the window to schedule get-
aways is gradually shrinking, as the 
level of  snow decreases each year. The 
prolonged California drought season 
and overall higher temperatures play a 
large role in the reduction of  snow.

“A lot of  the precipitation falls as 
rain instead of  snow,” Bradford said. 
“[It] is sad to see because eventually 
4ISM�<IPWM�Q[�VW\�OWQVO�\W�JM�I�XTIKM�
_PMZM� aW]� KIV� MVRWa� \PM� [VW_� IVa-

more.”
*ZILNWZL�Q[�VW\�\PM�WVTa�WVM�_PW�VW\QKM[�\PQ[�LQٺMZMVKM��+ZIQO�

and her family love their annual Tahoe trips, but with the unpre-
dictable snow patterns, work and school, it is becoming increasing-
Ta�LQٻK]T\�\W�ÅVL�I�_QVLW_�\W�OW�MVRWa�\PM�[VW_�

¹C<PM�KPIVOQVO� [VW_�XI\\MZV[E� R][\� \PZW_�M^MZa\PQVO�Wٺ�JIT-
ance,” Craig said. 

+ITQNWZVQI�Q[�VW\�\PM�WVTa�[\I\M�]VLMZOWQVO�\PM�MٺMK\[�WN �KTQUI\M�
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“The forest used to have 
a constant blanket of 
noise, and it’s just go!en 
quieter.” 

Rae Sox-Harris, 
sophomore

With our rapidly changing climate,
people are appreciating our

PLANET
PLANET
PLANET
more than ever

 Photos by various PALY STUDENTS and ALUMNI
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KPIVOM��+ZIQO¼[�OZIVLXIZMV\[�TQ^M�QV�?M[\�;MI\\TM�VMIZ�\PM�WKMIV��
which is a reliable source of  cooler weather, but even they have felt 
the rising temperatures. Both the water and weather are becoming 
warmer. 

-Y]ITTa�I[�KWVKMZVQVO�I[�W]Z�?M[\�+WI[\�Q[�]X�VWZ\P�QV�\PM�[\I\M�
of  Alaska. Alaska is home to some of  the most beautiful glaciers, 
which are a primary source of  freshwater. These glaciers draw in 
people from all over, either to observe the natural beauties or to 
hike nearby. Unfortunately, with rising temperatures, these glaciers 
are beginning to melt at an accelerating 
pace. 

2]VQWZ�:aIV�4MM�^Q[Q\ML�)TI[SI�TI[\�_QV-
ter break to admire the incredible glaciers. 
4MM¼[�UWU�PIL�^Q[Q\ML�_PMV�[PM�_I[�aW]VO-
MZ�IVL�IKSVW_TMLOML�\PM�LQٺMZMVKM�QV�[KMV-
ery.

“She told us about how [the glaciers] 
_MZM�KWUXTM\MTa�LQٺMZMV\�º�4MM�[IQL��¹1\�PIL�
receded a lot.”

;QUQTIZTa��:QKPIZL�6M^TM��,MX]\a�,QZMK-
tor of  the Earth Systems Program at Stan-
NWZL�=VQ^MZ[Q\a��KWVL]K\ML�ÅMTL�ZM[MIZKP�QV�
Greenland and noticed obvious changes in 
scenery.

¹1¼^M�JMMV�IJTM�\W�[MM�\PM�QUIOM[�WN �\PM�
areas where I worked as a young person and 
see the recession of  those glaciers,” Nevle said.

In addition to the changing rate of  glacier melt, the occurrence 
of  natural disasters has increased, wreaking havoc and total de-
[\Z]K\QWV� ]XWV� IټQK\ML� IZMI[�� /ZW_QVO� ]X� QV� 0W][\WV�� <M`I[��
Nevle is accustomed to hurricane season, but as he has gone back 
to visit friends and family, the damage caused by hurricanes are 
far worse than in the past. One year, Nevle returned to Houston 
\W�PMTX�W]\�I�NZQMVL�_PW[M�PW][M�_I[�ÆWWLML�NWZ�\PM�NW]Z\P�\QUM�

“I was going down the street and all this furniture was soaked, 
and the house and all the sheetrock was ruined,” Nevle said. “It 
was horrible.”

Unfortunately, as more of  these natural disasters occur more 
frequently, they begin to become a normal, inevitable part of  life.

)N\MZ�PI^QVO�XMZ[WVIT�M`XMZQMVKM[�_Q\P�KTQUI\M�KPIVOM�IVL�[MM-
QVO�ÅZ[\�PIVL�PW_�Q\�IٺMK\[�W]Z�XTIVM\��[\]LMV\[�PI^M�\ISMV�IK\QWV�
\W�KWUJI\�\PM�MٺMK\[�WN �KTQUI\M�KPIVOM��

Boy Scouts of  America has provided those interested with 
countless opportunities to connect with nature, through outdoor 
IK\Q^Q\QM[� IVL�^IZQW][� ZM[\WZI\QWV�IVL� KWV[MZ^I\QWV�XZWRMK\[��<PM�
organization has also taught members how to better treat and pro-
tect the Earth.

“Scouting really emphasizes and prioritizes that idea of  rever-
MVKM�NWZ�\PM�MV^QZWVUMV\�º�4MM�[IQL�

Palo Alto Troop 57 partnered with the National Audubon So-
KQM\a��I�VWV�XZWÅ\�WZOIVQbI\QWV�NWK][ML�WV�[I^QVO�JQZL[�IVL�\PMQZ�

PIJQ\I\[��QV�IV�MٺWZ\�\W�JZQVO�JQZL[�JIKS�\W�
protected wildlife areas. The troop members 
made birdhouses from scratch, then mount-
ML� \PM� ÅVQ[PML� XZWL]K\[� QV� \PM� 6I\QWVIT�
)]L]JWV�;WKQM\a¼[�XZW\MK\ML�_QTLTQNM�IZMI[�

¹1� _I[� I� JQ\� [SMX\QKIT� JMKI][M� 1� LQLV¼\�
think birdhouses actually [did] anything,” 
Bernas said. “But then, I was really happy 
when they sent me pictures of  the little birds 
actually hatching in [the birdhouses].”

;QUQTIZTa�� 8ITW� )T\W� <ZWWX� ��� _WZSML�
WV�I�NMVKM�ZM[\WZI\QWV�XZWRMK\��<PQ[�XZWRMK\�
NWZUML�_PMV�<ZWWX����_I[�WV�I�KIUXQVO�
trip, and some of  the members noticed that 
part of  the fence surrounding the campsite 
was damaged. Pranav Adya, a sophomore 
QV�<ZWWX� ����_I[� IUWVO� \PM�UMUJMZ[� WV�

\PI\�KIUXQVO�\ZQX��?Q\P�\PM�XMZUQ[[QWV�WN �\PM�6I\QWVIT�8IZS�;MZ-
vices, the troop members were able to restore the fence to protect 
all the animals that lived in the area.

“[Various animals] were often coming into the campsite and 
MI\QVO�CW]ZE�NWWL�º�)LaI�[IQL��¹?M�KZMI\ML�\PI\�NMVKM�CJMKI][M�MI\-
QVO�W]Z�NWWL�KI][M[�\PMQZE�\MM\P�\W�ZW\�C_PQKPE�IٺMK\[�\PMQZ�LQOM[\Q^M�
system and more.”

In addition to helping animals, there are organizations dedi-
KI\ML�\W�PMTXQVO�XMWXTM�IٺMK\ML�Ja�VI\]ZIT�LQ[I[\MZ[��;MIZKP�IVL�
:M[K]M�Q[�M`IK\Ta�_PI\�Q\�[W]VL[�TQSM"�OZW]X[�WN �^WT]V\MMZ[�OW�W]\�
IVL�[MIZKP�NWZ�\PW[M�IٺMK\ML�Ja�UIRWZ�VI\]ZIT�LQ[I[\MZ[��TQSM�ÅZM[�
and earthquakes, as well as people in distress, in attempts to rescue 
\PMU�IVL�JZQVO�\PMU�\W�[INM\a��.WZ�4MM��RWQVQVO�;MIZKP�IVL�:M[K]M�
was a way to apply the scouting skills he developed to help others. 
Plus, it happened to align with his interests in the outdoors and 
medicine.

“Scouting really 
emphasizes and  
prioritizes that idea 
of reverence for the 
environment.” 

Ryan Lee,
junior
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¹<PMZM¼[�[WUM�KZIba�ZIQV[\WZU[�IVL�_QVL[\WZU[�\PI\�1¼^M�JMMV�QV�
\PI\�IZM�^MZa�N]V��J]\�\PMa¼ZM�^MZa�[KIZa�[WUM\QUM[�º�4MM�[IQL��

Many people are taking action to help normalize discussions on 
important environmental issues. Nevle partnered up with his friend, 
poet Steven Nightingale, to write the book, “The Paradise Note-
JWWS[�º�<PM�JWWS�NMI\]ZM[�[M^MZIT�M[[Ia[�IVL�[WUM�WN �6QOP\QVOITM¼[�
XWMU[��?PQTM�\PM�JWWS�Q[�VW\�aM\�X]JTQ[PML��6M^TM�PWXM[�\PM�JWWS�
_QTT�WٺMZ�I�_Ia�NWZ�ZMILMZ[�\W�ZMKWVVMK\�_Q\P�VI\]ZM�IVL�ZMITQbM�\PM�
importance of  taking action to help our planet.

¹?PMV�_M�\PQVS�IJW]\�_PI\�UW\Q^I\M[�MV^QZWVUMV\IT�M\PW[��WZ�
a kinship of  the natural world, what we need is environmental ac-
\QWV�º�6M^TM�[IQL��¹?M�VMML�XMWXTM�LM^W\ML�WV�JW\P�\PM�NMLMZIT�IVL�
international level, but also the more intimate level in our backyards 
and schools.” 

Many students have focused on taking action in their high schools 
and local communities, often by educating others on environmental 
Q[[]M[�� 2]VQWZ� 2ILM�5QV[SWٺ�KW�NW]VLML� \PM�KT]J�8ZWRMK\�-KW�_Q\P�
some of  her friends to provide a space 
for discussion of  environmental issues. 

¹<PMZM¼[�I�LWUQVW�MٺMK\�WN �C[XZMIL-
QVO� I_IZMVM[[E�º� 5QV[SWٺ� [IQL�� ¹<PM�
more awareness [there is], the more 
people will believe in [environmental 
issues].” 

1V�ILLQ\QWV�\W�8ZWRMK\�-KW��\PMZM�IZM�
many other environmentally conscious 
KT]J[�I\�8)4A��)LaI�KWUJQVML�PQ[�TW^M�
for photography and nature to found 
the Nature Observation and Photog-
ZIXPa�+T]J��<PM�KT]J¼[�UIRWZ� NWK][� Q[�
PMTXQVO� Q\[� UMUJMZ[� ÅVL� \PM� JITIVKM�
between taking the perfect shot and 
also respecting nature.

The club took a trip up to Point 
:MaM[� \W� XPW\WOZIXP� \PM� MVLIVOMZML�
Northern Spotted Owl. The members 
practiced keeping their distance while 
taking their photographs. Photographers have given up perfect shots 
QV�MٺWZ\[�\W�XZM[MZ^M�VI\]ZIT�MKW[a[\MU[�

¹?M�PI^M�UILM�[IKZQÅKM[�º�)LaI�[IQL��¹1\¼[�M`\ZMUMTa�QUXWZ\IV\�
if  you want the last few ecosystems to still thrive.”

Photography is a perfect way for students to get involved in envi-
ronmental activism because students have free reign over what they 
choose to photograph and emphasize. For Adya, posting his photog-
raphy on social media is a way to initiate conversations about the 
wildlife he photographs. 

“I talk about what [people] can do to avoid killing them [animals] 
JMKI][M�\PI\¼[�\PM�ZMIT�Q[[]M�º�)LaI�[IQL��¹)�TW\�WN �\PM�[XMKQM[�1�XPW-
tograph are actually endangered.”

4QSM_Q[M��*MZVI[�MVRWa[�\ISQVO�XPW\W[�WV�PQ[�W]\LWWZ�M`K]Z[QWV[��
Photography serves as a nice distraction from the stresses of  every-
day life, but more importantly, Bernas hopes to capture the natural 
wonders on our planet.

“My photography could potentially help because [I show] the 
beauty of  planet Earth,” Bernas said. “It helps incentivize people 
[to] take action to protect those certain areas.”

Though many people are aware of  climate change and the con

“When we think 
about what motivates 
environmental ethos… 
what we need is 
environmental action. ” 

Richard Nevle,
Deputy Director of the 
Earth Systems Program
at Stanford University
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[MY]MVKM[�WN �Q\��VW\�UIVa�SVW_�PW_�\W�UISM�I�LQٺMZMVKM��<W�XZW�
\MK\�\PM�XTIVM\��\PM�ÅZ[\�[\MX�Q[�\W�JM�KWV[KQW][�WN �aW]Z�TQNM[\aTM�IVL�
PW_�aW]Z�IK\QWV[�IٺMK\�\PM�MV^QZWVUMV\��

¹2][\�JMQVO�I_IZM��SVW_QVO�_PI\¼[�OWQVO�WV��IVL�[]XXWZ\QVO�XMW-
ple who believe in climate change [is important],” Bradford said. 

It is important to spread awareness about climate change as well. 
The more people are conscious about their actions, the more pro-
tected the environment will be. University of  California Santa Cruz 
Earth Sciences Professor Gary Griggs believes teaching about cli-
UI\M�KPIVOM�IVL�\PM�MٺMK\[�Q\�PI[�WV�-IZ\P�_QTT�KPIVOM�[WUM�[\]-
LMV\[¼�XMZ[XMK\Q^M��

¹1N �1�QVÆ]MVKM�UWZM�XMWXTM��CI\�TMI[\E�����WZ�����[\]LMV\[��PWXM-
N]TTa�\PMa�C_QTTE�TMI^M�_Q\P�I�LQٺMZMV\�NMMTQVO�IJW]\�\PMQZ�NWW\XZQV\�WV�
the planet than they did before they took [my] class,” Griggs said. 

Every person has the power to actively change 
\PMQZ�TQNM[\aTM��QVÆ]MVKM�W\PMZ[¼�TQNM[\aTM[�IVL�ÅOP\�
for change through their government and sup-
porting Earth-conscious companies, which is 
something AP Environmental Science teacher 
Alicia Szebert agrees with as well.

“People are the ones that are making the deci-
[QWV[��IٺMK\QVO�\PM�MV^QZWVUMV\��^W\QVO�IVL�LM-
ciding what to buy, where to go, what companies 
to support and what to ask their governments,” 
Szebert said. 

1\¼[�QUXWZ\IV\�\W�KPIVOM�XMWXTM[¼�I\\Q\]LM[�\W-
wards climate change by looking at data showing 
\PM� MٺMK\[� WN � Q\� IVL� PMTX� W\PMZ[� JM�UWZM� KWV-
scious of  their lifestyle.

“If  everyone was like ‘Oh, who cares if  the 
KTQUI\M� OM\[� PW\\MZ� IVL� M^MZa\PQVO� LQM[�¼� \PI\¼[�
OWQVO� \W� JM� I� ^MZa� LQٺMZMV\� _WZTL� \PIV� WVM�
where people [think], ‘This matters, we should 
UISM�KPIVOM[�¼º�;bMJMZ\�[IQL�

Besides raising awareness and being conscious 
WN �WVM¼[�W_V�TQNM[\aTM��\ISQVO�IK\QWV�Ja�ZMIKPQVO�
people who can have a larger impact can also be 
IV�MٺMK\Q^M�_Ia�\W�KWUJI\�KTQUI\M�KPIVOM�

¹<PMZM¼[�WVM�[QUXTM�\PQVO�\PI\�M^MZaJWLa�KIV�LW�IVL�Q\�LWM[V¼\�
KW[\�aW]�IVa\PQVO�º�/ZQOO[�[IQL��¹?PMV�aW]¼ZM�� ��IVL�NZWU�\PMV�WV�
for the rest of  your life, you can vote and those people [you vote for] 
have a huge impact on our budget, our energy and our lifestyles.” 

Another way to take action is by getting involved with politics 
and starting activist groups and clubs focusing on the environment.

“[A way to help with the environment is] getting involved with a 
KIUXIQOV�NWZ�[WUMWVM�_PW¼[�Z]VVQVO�WV�I�XZW�MV^QZWVUMV\IT�XTI\-
form,” Nevle said. “[Become] a part of  an environmental group on 
campus encouraging [food services] to provide alternatives that are 
[environmentally conscious].”

?I\MZ�ZI\QWVQVO�Q[�WVM�IK\QWV�\PI\�UIVa�+ITQNWZVQI�ZM[QLMV\[�IZM�
MUJZIKQVO��,]M�\W�M`\ZMUM�LZW]OP\�KWVLQ\QWV[�QV�\PM�[\I\M��ZM[QLMV\[�
have been asked to reduce their water use through various behavior 
changes such as use of  drought-resistant plants, taking shorter show-
MZ[��IVL�\]ZVQVO�Wٺ�NI]KM\[�

“The idea of  rationing water is something we never did before,” 

“There’s one simple 
thing that everybody 
can do and it doesn’t 
cost you anything…you 
can vote [which has] 
a huge impact on our 
budget, our energy and 
our lifestyles.” 

Gary Griggs,
UCSC Earth Sciences 
Professor

TOGETHER
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/ZQOO[�[IQL��¹*]\�QN �Q\�LWM[V¼\�[VW_�IVL�C\PM�[VW_E�LWM[V¼\�UMT\��
Q\¼[�VW\�TQSM�[WUMJWLa¼[�PWIZLQVO�_I\MZ�CNZWU�][E��\PMZM�R][\�Q[V¼\�
any to give.”

+ITQNWZVQI¼[�MKWVWUa�Q[�PMI^QTa�LMXMVLMV\�WV�\PM�KZWX[�OZW_V��
making water supply a crucial resource in the state. There have 
been solutions proposed to help with this problem but it is hard to 
actually implement them. Desalination, the process of  converting 
salt water into usable water, is one solution that has been proposed 
to help increase the water supply.

“There are ways we can dissolve sea water, but every time 
somebody comes up with a new plan, there [are] people who op-
pose it because it takes too much energy and it costs too much,” 
/ZQOO[� [IQL�� ¹<PMZM� IZM� WX\QWV[�� C[WE�_M¼ZM� VW\� OWQVO� \W� ITT� OW�
\PQZ[\a��J]\�_M¼̂ M�OW\�\W�XTIV�IPMIL�I�TQ\\TM�JQ\�º

Climate change is an issue that will 
KWV\QV]M� \W� PMI^QTa� IٺMK\� W]Z� TQ^M[�� I[�
well as future generations, if  it is not 
addressed. 

“Future generations need to have 
VI\]ZIT� [XIKM[� \PI\� \PMa� KIV� MVRWa�º�
Bradford said. “A lot of  cities…have 
XIZS[� \W� XZW\MK\� XTIKM[�� IVL�_M¼̂ M� OW\�
all the great national parks, but those 
should stay protected, so people can en-
RWa�\PM�JMI]\a�NWZ�KMV\]ZQM[�º

If  the issue of  climate change is ig-
nored, eventually, the planet will reach 
a point of  no return. One thing that 
needs to be focused on is the preserva-
tion of  biodiversity—once all the for-
ests are burned down, coral reefs killed 
Wٺ�IVL�UWZM�WZOIVQ[U[�JMKWUM�M`\QVK\��\PM�MٺMK\[�KIVVW\�JM�ZM-
versed.

“Even if  we right some wrongs or we have new advancements 
in technology and medicine, short of  genetically recreating some 
WN �\PM[M�M`\QVK\�WZOIVQ[U[��_M�KIV¼\�ZMITTa�]VLW�WZOIVQ[U�M`\QVK-
tion,” Szebert said. 

In order to continue maintaining our current lifestyles, people 
have to understand that everything we use comes from the envi-
ronment, so it has to be protected.

¹1N �\PM�MV^QZWVUMV\�OWM[�LW_V�QV�ÆIUM[��W]Z�_Ia�WN �TQNM�_QTT�
not survive,” Szebert said. 

/ZMMVPW][M�OI[[M[�[]KP�I[�KIZJWV�LQW`QLM�IVL�UM\PIVM�IZM�I�
LZQ^QVO�NWZKM�WN �KTQUI\M�KPIVOM��<W�ZML]KM�\PM�MٺMK\[�WN �KTQUI\M�
change, the amount of  greenhouse emissions must be drastically 
decreased. 

¹<PM� UWZM� KIZJWV� LQW`QLM� C\PI\E� OWM[� QV\W� \PM� I\UW[XPMZM�
makes it warmer,” Griggs said. “Plants and animals have certain 
\MUXMZI\]ZM�ZIVOM[�\PI\�C\PMaE�TQ^M�_Q\PQV��IVL�_M¼ZM�[MMQVO�XTIV\[�
and animals dying out.” 

*M[QLM[� IٺMK\QVO� TQNM� WV� TIVL�� OZMMVPW][M� OI[[M[� IVL� KTQUI\M�
change also impact marine life. 

¹<PM�UWZM�CKIZJWV�LQW`QLME�\PI\�OM\[�QV\W�\PM�I\UW[XPMZM��\PM�
more that gets dissolved into the oceans,” Griggs said. “Carbon 
LQW`QLM�ZMIK\[�_Q\P�_I\MZ�\W�XZWL]KM�I�_MIS�IKQL��[W�\PM�WKMIV[�IZM�
slowly getting more acidic.”

It is evident that changes need to start being made in 
QVLQ^QL]IT[¼�TQNM[\aTM[��I[�_MTT�I[�XWTQKQM[�IVL�TI_[��<PW]OP�
UISQVO�KPIVOM[�QV�XMWXTM¼[�TQ^M[�Q[�LQٻK]T\��Q\�Q[�VMMLML��

¹1\�Q[�ZMITTa�R][\�I�UI\\MZ�WN �_QTT�IVL�XMWXTM�_QTTQVO�\W�
take action and enact change even though there might 
JM�[IKZQÅKM[�NWZ�\PMU[MT^M[�IVL�NWZ�W\PMZ[�º�4MM�[IQL���

)[�\PM�MٺMK\[�WN �KTQUI\M�KPIVOM�IZM�JMKWUQVO�UWZM�
visible, attention must be brought to the issue to protect Earth 
and its natural wonders and we need to work together to com-
bat this issue. 

“I think that any kind of  work that you can do in your com-
munity is really empowering,” Nevle said. “It makes you realize 
aW]¼ZM�TM[[�ITWVM�QV�\PQ[�_WZS�º

ON THIS EARTH

“Even if we right some 
wrongs...we can’t 
really undo organism 
extinction.” 

Alicia Szebert,
Paly AP Environmental 
Science teacher


