
AW]¼ZM�[Q\\QVO�QV�\PM�8ITa�TQJZIZa��[\]LaQVO�
NM^MZQ[PTa�NWZ�IV�M`IU�\PM�VM`\�LIa��1\¼[�
time for a break. As you peruse the con-

tents of  the fantasy shelf, you come across a typi-
KIT�TWWSQVO�VW^MT��AM\��\PMZM�Q[�UWZM�\PIV�_PI\�UMM\[�
the eye, for when you look a little closer you recognize 
\PM�I]\PWZ� NZWU�aW]Z�-VOTQ[P�KTI[[��?MTKWUM� \W� \PM�
world of  Paly au-
thors.

Paly students 
have written some 
great material in 

\PMQZ� RW]ZVMa� I[� I]-
\PWZ[�� +WTTMMV� ?IVO��

a senior, wrote the sci-
MVKM� ÅK\QWV� [PWZ\� [\WZa��
¹:W[M[� ?I\MZML� Ja� I� :W-
JW\¼[�<MIZ[�º�IVL� Q\[� [MY]MT�
¹5MUWZQM[� :M^Q^ML� QV� I�
:WJW\¼[� -aM[�º� <PM� [MZQM[�
\ISM[�XTIKM�����aMIZ[�QV�\PM�
future, when AI technology 
improves to a point where 
it can develop human emo-
tions. The concept of  the 
JWWS�_I[� XIZ\Ta� QVÆ]MVKML� Ja� I� ^QLMW� [PM� PIL� [MMV� IJW]\�
parents leaving their children in rural China to work in the 
cities for money.

¹<PM�[Q\]I\QWV�_I[�ZMITTa�[IL�º�?IVO�[IQL��¹;W�1�\PW]OP\��
»?PI\�QN �_M�TM\�)1�TMIZV�MUW\QWV[��IVL�PIL�\PMU�XIZMV\�\PM�

KPQTLZMV'¼º�
Another Paly author, senior Andy Ng, wrote a fantasy nov-

el called “The Everyday Occurrences of  a Stranded God,” 
following a powerful mage who is sent to Earth where he loses 
all his powers. Ng wanted to sway from the fantasy trope of  
a non-magical person being sent into a magical world and 
becoming the “chosen one.”

“I thought it would be 
interesting to take an al-
ready super strong fanta-
sy individual at the top of  
their game and then in-
stead whisk them over to 
earth where they end up 
having no powers at all 
and then see how they cope 
with it,” Ng said.

*W\P�6O�IVL�?IVO�IZM�
self-published and have 
their books available to 
ZMIL� QV� \PM� 8ITa� 4QJZIZa��
which has proved to be very 
rewarding.

“Once I got it published 
physically, it was pretty 

_QTL�º�?IVO�[IQL��¹)VL�\W�[MM�ITT�\PM�_WZS�1¼^M�LWVM�IK\]ITTa�
culminate into a physical book, I had no idea that this was 
possible before I started.”

The self-publication process is a lot easier than many might 
think, and can be done on the internet relatively quickly.

“Once I got it published 
ŅĽŎňľĸĶŁŁŎ��ľŉ�ŌĶň�ŅŇĺȏŎ�
wild, and to see all the 
work I’ve done actually 
culminate into a physical 
book.”
Colleen Wang,
Senior and author of “Roses Watered by a 
Robot’s Tears”
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¹)UIbWV�PI[�\PQ[�\PQVO�KITTML�3,8��Q\¼[�I�3QVLTM�X]JTQ[P-
ing site where it lets authors self-publish,” Ng said. “The pro-
cess is actually really easy.” 

Publication, while a lot easier than it has been in the past, 
KIV�JM�IV�M`XMV[Q^M�XZWKM[[�_PQKP�Q[�[\QTT�QVIKKM[[QJTM�\W�UIVa��
This is especially true for high school students who may not 
have the economic assistance, technology and opportunities. 

However, publishing is not 
necessarily the most important 
aspect about being a student 
author. Having the ability to 
write powerful content, es-
pecially during the period of  
growth which they face in high 
school as students, is the bigger 
goal. 

The writing process as a stu-
dent author is one of  learning 
from mistakes and being per-
sistent. Even Ng, who has gone 
through the publishing process, 
understands that what is written will never be completely sat-
isfactory.

¹?PI\M^MZ�aW]�_IV\�\W�_ZQ\M��R][\�_ZQ\M�Q\�JMKI][M�Q\�Q[�VM^-
er going to be [as] perfect as you want it to be,” Ng said. “If  
you spend too much time waiting for your skills to develop to 
I�XWQV\�_PMZM�aW]¼TT�JM�IJTM�\W�XMZNMK\Ta�X]\�aW]Z�QLMI�WV�XI-
XMZ�IVL�SMMX�XZWKZI[\QVI\QVO�]V\QT�\PMV��aW]¼TT�VM^MZ�IK\]ITTa�
PI^M�_ZQ\\MV�IVa\PQVO�JMKI][M�aW]¼TT�VM^MZ�IK\]ITTa�JMKWUM�
perfect.” 

6O� NMMT[�OZI\MN]T� \W�JM�M`XW[ML� \W�_ZQ\QVO�KTI[[M[�PMZM�I\�
8ITa�� 6]UMZW][� _ZQ\QVO� XZWOZIU[� []KP� I[� RW]ZVITQ[U� IVL�
KTI[[M[� TQSM�)VITa[Q[� WN � \PM�?ZQ\MZ¼[�+ZIN\� IZM� WٺMZML� \W� ITT�

students. 
“[At my old school], we never really got the chance to 

_ZQ\M��IVL�\PI\¼[� [WUM\PQVO� \PI\�8ITa�PI[�ZMITTa�WٺMZML�UM�
the chance to be able to do,” Ng said. “[These opportunities 
are] really cool.” 

4]Ka�.QTTX]�\MIKPM[�)VITa[Q[�WN �\PM�?ZQ\MZ¼[�+ZIN\��I�KTI[[�
_PQKP� Q[�VW\�WٺMZML�I\�UW[\�X]JTQK�PQOP�[KPWWT[��;PM�I[[Q[\[�

in the process of  supporting 
and teaching Paly  students to 
M`XTWZM�\PMQZ�_ZQ\QVO�IVL�^WQKM��

“A lot of  the kids who come 
appreciate that we are not 
writing academic essays about 
TQ\MZI\]ZM�º�.QTXX]�[IQL��¹?M¼ZM�
studying literature as writers 
ourselves.” 

Filppu believes that the val-
]M�WN �[\]LMV\[¼�^WQKM[��M[XMKQIT-
ly those who are less heard and 
may have less opportunities, is 
more important than publish-

QVO�JWWS[�R][\�NWZ�\PM�[ISM�WN �X]JTQ[PQVO�
¹1¼U�NIZ�UWZM�QV\MZM[\ML�QV�SQL[�_PW�UIa�WZ�UIa�VW\�NMMT�

\PMQZ�^WQKM[�PMIZL�I\�8ITa�IVL�PI^M�^MZa�KWUXMTTQVO�TQNM�M`XM-
ZQMVKM[�IVL� QUIOQVI\QWV[�º�.QTXX]� [IQL�� ¹<PW[M�SQL[¼� [\WZQM[�
IJ[WT]\MTa�SVWKS�Ua� [WKS[�Wٺ�ITUW[\�M^MZa�aMIZ� QV�?ZQ\MZ¼[�
Craft.” 

In the transitional period of  high school, it is most im-
XWZ\IV\� NWZ� [\]LMV\[� \W� ÅVL� \PMQZ� ^WQKM� IVL� KZMI\Q^M� [QLM� I[�
they discover themselves, and learn in whatever way or form 
\PI\�UIa�\ISM��?ZQ\QVO�PI[�XZW^MV�\W�JM�I�OZMI\�W]\TM\�NWZ�
many students to share these stories, no matter 
the success of  their work. 

“Those kids’ stories 
absolutely knock my 
ňńĸŀň�ńȃ�ĶŁłńňŉ�ĺŋĺŇŎ�
ŎĺĶŇ�ľŃ�ıŇľŉĺŇƂň�ĝŇĶȈ�ƅ�
Lucy Filppu,
Writer’s Craft Instructor
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